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F r o m  t h e  H e a d m a s t e r  
K e i t h  E .  P h i l l i p s  
 
T h e  C u r i o u s  S a v a g e  –  S c h a e f f e r ’ s  S p r i n g  P l a y  

I hope you will come to the Violet Wright Memorial Gymnasium at 
7:00 pm on Friday or Saturday night for Schaeffer Academy’s 
production of The Curious Savage.  For the past two months the cast 
of eleven students in grades 7 through 12 has been working hard 
under the direction of senior AJ Knodel.  In addition to directing the 
actors, AJ designed and directed construction of the set.  This is the 
second production that AJ has directed for Schaeffer Academy.  Her 
directorial debut was our 2007 production of The Mousetrap.  AJ 
plans to pursue a degree in Theater Arts.  Having been accepted into 
the highly selective theater program at Baylor University, she will 
begin her studies in the fall.   
 
The Curious Savage, by John Patrick, is a warmhearted play about 
an heiress whose fortune is pursued by her greedy stepchildren.  
Most of the action takes place in the “sanitorium” where Mrs. Savage 
has been committed.  The humor and the warmth of the play come 
from the contrast between the inhabitants of the asylum and the so 
called normal behavior of the stepchildren.  The play is suitable for 
children 8 and older.     
 
You can purchase tickets by using the form sent with this Vox Leonis 
or get them at the door on the night of the performance.  Tickets 
cost $7 for gold (reserved) seating, $5 for adults and $3 for students 
18 and under.   
 
S c i e n c e  F a i r  R e s u l t s  

This year Schaeffer Academy students reached a new level at the 
Regional Science Fair, with five of them selected to continue to the 
State Science Fair on March 30-April 1.  Only 45 students from 
Rochester are chosen to represent our region at the state fair and 
five of them are from Schaeffer.   
 
The five students are Nicole Arpin (grade 7), Josiah Nagel (grade 
11); Neil Postier (grade 9), Maria Schroeder (grade 7), and 
Ashley Wright (grade 9).   
 
I am very grateful to Mr. Arant, Mrs. Brennan, Mrs. Edwards, our 
students, and (we must not forget) our parents for all their hard 
work.  Well done.   In addition, the following Schaeffer students 
received these awards at the Regional Science Fair:   
Natalie Arant (grade 11) received an Air Force award; a U.S. Army 
certificate; and the Yale Science and Engineering Assn. certificate 
and medallion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nicole Arpin (grade 7) received the top Middle School project in 
Behavioral and Social Science, given by Tanangreen Properties 
($100); the Memorial Award in Memory of Lyn Altchuler and Herbert 
Radack (a State Project Sponsorship), and was selected for the State 
Science Fair. 
Oliver Cossette (grade 7) received the U.S. Dept. of Health & 
Human Services award for best project on smoking; and an 
Outstanding Project award from Mayo Clinic for a Middle School 
project in medicine and health. 
Spencer Moir (grade 7) received the Fair Director's Unique Idea 
award. 
Josiah Nagel (grade 11) received a U.S. Army certificate; the top 
High School Mathematics award given by Dr. Eric and Rosemary 
Edell; the Fair Director's Good Talker award; the Watson Recycling 
State project sponsorship and was also selected to attend the State 
Science Fair. 
Luke Nyman (grade 9) received the top Physical Sciences award 
given by the U.S. Army,  and the top High School project in Physics 
given by Rochester Commercial Banks Association. 
Erin Quam (grade 9) received the American Psychological Assn. 
award and the top High School project in Behavioral and Social 
Science, given by the Rochester Commercial Banks Assn. ($200). 
Matt Postier (grade 11) received the Stockholm Junior Water Prize. 
Neil Postier (grade 9) received a U.S. Army certificate; the top 9th 
grade project from Eastwood Bank ($100); the Clean Energy 
Resource Teams of SE MN Outstanding Clean Energy project, $150; 
the Recreation Lanes Top High School project, $100; the Izaak 
Walton League State Project Sponsorship and was selected to attend 
the State Science Fair. 
Maria Schroeder (grade 7) received the Society for Science & the 
Public Middle School Program award; a Recreation Lanes Top 
Projects from Middle Schools $100 award; the Fair Director's 
Outstanding Board award; the Rochester Commercial Banks 
Association State Project sponsorship, and was selected to attend 
the State Science Fair. 
Ashley Wright (grade 9) was selected to attend the State Science 
Fair and received the Dan & Ann Glaser state project sponsorship. 
Jon Zeldenrust (grade 9) received the top Environmental Sciences 
award given by the U.S. Army; top Environmental Science award for 
High School given by Rochester Public Utilities; and the 50th RRSF 
Anniversary Seagate Innovation Award (a Seagate disk drive). 

S p e c i a l  E a s t e r  C h a p e l  o n  M a r c h  2 0  

Dr. Bill Edwards, husband of elementary administrator Paula 
Edwards and well known cardiac pathologist, will speak at Upper 
School Chapel (9:30 am on March 20) on the topic “On the Physical 
Death of Jesus Christ.”  This fascinating talk began as an article in 
the Journal of American Medical Association March 21, 1986, and 
discusses the physical death of Jesus Christ following his crucifixion.  
Parents are invited to attend along with students in grades 7-12. 
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Vox Leonis   

Ins t rue re  e t  e ru d i re  
 ( f r om  t h e  H e adma s t e r ,  c o n t . )  
 

 

E l e c t r o n i c  V o x  
We received a lot of positive feedback from our e-mailed Vox on 
February 27 – thanks for communicating.  As a result, we are 
working on new newsletter procedures for the future.  Stay tuned for 
more details, and keep reading the VOX. 
 
                       K e i t h  E .  P h i l l i p s ,  H e a d m a s t e r  

   

S c h a e f f e r  A c a d e m y  
C a l e n d a r  

Current Month 

March 14:  Parent transportation, grades 1-12, dismissal 
only; PM kindergarten arrival and dismissal.  End of 
Quarter; Mufti Day $1 for students in grades K-12; $crip 
delivery date;  Math Masters 6th Grade Regional Meet; 
The Curious Savage (Schaeffer’s spring play) at 7:00 pm.  
March 15:  Spring Play, The Curious Savage, 7:00 pm 
March 17-18:  Sixth graders to Eagle Bluff (overnight) 
March 18:  Winter Sports Awards, 5:30 pm, followed by 
Spring Sports Player/Parent Meetings at 6:15 pm or 
immediately following.   Please note changed date – 
formerly was March 11. 
March 19:  Moms in Touch, 8:00 – 9:00 am; school tours, 
open to public, 8:30 am 
March 20:  Parents invited to Upper School Chapel to 
hear Dr. Bill Edwards speak on “The Physical Death of 
Jesus Christ.”; Senior Class Pizza Day; Teacher 
Conferences, 4:00 – 8:00 pm 
March 21:  No School – Teacher Conferences 7:30 – 
11:30 am 
March 24 – 28:  March Merriment (special activities by 
grade) 
March 25:  $crip order date 
March 26:  Moms in Touch, 8:00 – 9:00 am; school tours, 
open to public, 8:30 am; Vox Leonis published 

March 27:  SA Instrumental Spring Fling Band Concert, 
7:00 pm 
March 28:  $crip delivery date 
March 30 through April 1:  State Science Fair 
March 31:  Regional History Day competition 
March 31-April 4:  No School (Spring Break) 

Upcoming 

April 8:  $crip order date 
April 9:  Moms in Touch, 8:00 – 9:00 am; school tours, 
open to public, 8:30 am 
April 11:  $crip delivery date 
April 16: Moms in Touch, 8:00 – 9:00 am; school tours, 
open to public, 8:30 am 
April 18:  Parent transportation, grades 1-12, arrival only, 
plus AM –K arrival and departure; Grandparent Day, 
9:00 – 11:00 am; Spring concert 7:00 pm. 
April 22:  Juniors/Seniors to Guthrie for Midsummer 
Night’s Dream; $crip order date. 
April 23: Moms in Touch, 8:00 – 9:00 am; school tours, 
open to public, 8:30 am 

April 25:  $crip delivery date 
April 26:  Sports pre-participation physicals at Mayo 
Clinic, 7:30 – 8:30 am (see article page 3) 
April 27:  State History Day Competition 
April 28 – May 1:  ACCS Accreditation team on site 
 

 

S c h a e f f e r  A c a d e m y  I n s t r u m e n t a l  S p r i n g  F l i n g  

Please mark your calendars for a special concert that will 
highlight the Instrumental Arts at Schaeffer Academy.  This 
concert will be held on Thursday, March 27 at 7:00, and will 
showcase our two elementary bands, the Upper School Band 
and the Upper School String Ensemble.  Please join us for a 
wonderful evening of music. 

    Mrs. Karen Graham 
 

W i s h  L i s t  

The Wish List is a way of providing items to our teachers for 
their classrooms which are not covered by our normal budget.  
We want to thank the anonymous Schaeffer family who supplied 
Mrs. Will’s class with NIV Bibles, and also the Barnacle family for 
providing Mrs. Janssen’s Wish List requests.  If you’d like to 
supply a need contact Gretchen Steer in the school office (286-
1050) or drop off a check with a note. 
 
 
Ms. Williams’ sixth graders need a set of dictionaries for their 
classroom – they only have 1 at present. 
Merriam Webster hardcover dictionaries           $16/each   
                                                     $384 for a set of 24  
 

H e l p  W i t h  C o n f e r e n c e  M e a l s  N e e d e d  

We are grateful that Schaeffer parents Janice Hofer and Amy 
Rector are already organizing conference meals for our 
hardworking faculty, but they need additional volunteer help.  
Contact Amy Rector at 289-8940 if you can help with the 
Thursday, March 20 evening meal.  Our Moms in Touch prayer 
group have kindly agreed to organize the morning (Friday March 
21) brunch.  Because teachers work straight through from early 
morning to mid evening on conference days, a meal is greatly 
appreciated.   

 

 
I m p o r t a n t  H e a l t h  N o t i c e  

An elementary student at Schaeffer is so allergic to peanuts that 
he has an extreme reaction (airway closing off) if he so much as 
touches a surface that has been touched by someone who has 
recently handled peanuts or peanut butter.  We do not plan to 
make our school completely peanut free but would greatly 
appreciate your student’s cooperation in keeping surfaces free of 
peanut residue.  If you send peanuts or peanut butter in your 
child’s lunch, please remind him or her to be careful not to leave 
any smudges on tables and seats, to avoid touching surfaces 
between lunch and bathroom, and to wash hands once eating is 
finished.  We have a “peanut free” table during second lunch for 
this student’s protection, but need everyone’s help to keep that 
child safe.  As the year goes on it’s easy to slip into complacency 
over concerns that don’t directly affect us.  Thanks for “looking 
not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.”  (Philippians 2:4)   From Becca Murray. Interim 
Nursing Coordinator 
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Ins t rue re  e t  e ru d i re  
 

A t t e n t i o n :  P a r e n t  V o l u n t e e r s  

Have you ever wished you had a Schaeffer Polo shirt to wear 
when volunteering at school?  Now is your chance.  The Lion’s 
Den is offering you a one time opportunity to purchase an 
embroidered logo Schaeffer polo shirt at cost.  We have a limited 
inventory available and this offer is made on a first come, first 
served basis.  There are both male and female sizes available in 
white and navy, small, medium and large adult sizes.  Please 
contact Nita Wallace at 289-8613 for cost and availability.  
Remember, quantities are limited so call now! 

 

 

P o s i t i o n s  O p e n  a t  S c h a e f f e r  
Schaeffer Academy is seeking a part time teacher of Spanish for 
grades 11-12 for next fall.  The position may be combined with 
other subjects to achieve full time employment.   For details, 
please see the 
Schaeffer website at 
www.schaefferacademy.org.employment.html.  
 
We will also need teachers for a variety of subjects as we add a 
second section of 8th grade next fall.   
 

 

Q w e s t  P i o n e e r s  S c h o l a r s h i p  
The Hiawathaland chapter of Qwest Pioneers, a service 
organization of former and present telephone employees, is 
offering a $1,000 college scholarship to students who apply by 
May 5.  Winners will be judged on academic grades, goals and 
community service involvement.  For an application, please see 
Gretchen Steer in the school office. 

 

 

M i n n e s o t a  E d u c a t i o n  T a x  C r e d i t  a n d  D e d u c t i o n  
For 2007, there is a refundable education tax credit of 75 cents 
for each dollar spent on qualifying expenses, up to $1,000 per 
qualifying child.  The amount of the deduction is also affected by 
the household income and the number of qualifying students in 
grades K-12.  For more information, see your tax preparer or 
visit www.misf.org (Minnesota Independent School Forum.) 

 

 

T h e  S e n i o r s  A r e  R e a d y  t o  W o r k  

If you need help with outside or inside tasks, the senior class 
would be happy to help you in order to raise funds for their 
senior class trip.  Contact Adam Grosbach at 281-4316 to 
schedule.   

 

 

U M T Y M P  Q u a l i f y i n g  T e s t  

In April, the University of Minnesota Talented Youth Mathematics 
Program (UMTYMP) will hold its annual qualifying examination 
for students in grades 5-7, for entry into the program in 2008-
09.  Potential participants should be highly motivated students 
who have scored at or above the 95th percentile in math on a 
standardized aptitude test.  All interested students must pre-
register with the UMTYMP office.  Visit www.itcep.umn.edu for 
more information. 

 

 

I B M  E n g i n e e r i n g  D a y   

We’re grateful to the IBM volunteers (many of them present or 
former school parents) who brought IBM’s Engineering Day to 
Schaeffer on February 20.   

 

S c h a e f f e r  P ro c ed u r e s  

 

 

T i m e  t o  U p d a t e  G r a n d p a r e n t  A d d r e s s e s  

On April 18, Schaeffer will hold its 11th Annual Grandparent Day.  
In the evening is our Spring concert.  Many grandparents enjoy 
attending these two events on the same day.   
 
We will mail all grandparents in our database an invitation to 
Grandparent Day prior to spring break, and would appreciate 
any address or mailing status updates you have.  We do not mail 
grandparents any solicitations  
 
during the year unless you request for them to receive the 
Solidus newsletter. 
 
Please give any updates to Ann Knodel in the school office by 
Friday, March 14.  Thank you.   

 

S p o r t s  R e g i s t r a t i o n  D e a d l i n e s  H a v e  P a s s e d  ( B u t  

Y o u  C a n  S t i l l  S i g n  U p )  

If your student is participating in spring sports (Track & Field, 
Boys’ Baseball or Girls’ Golf) the deadlines for registration have 
already passed.  Track practice has already begun, and baseball 
practice will start next week.  Your student cannot participate in 
practices until fees have been paid, evidence of a current 
physical is on file with the nurse’s office, and the registration 
form has been filled out.  After that your student receives a 
green participation card and can attend practices.   
 
Please understand that we cannot process these on the spot at 
the end of the day.  Registrations received after noon on a 
school day will be ready by the next business day.  The 
registration procedure exists for legal, financial and safety 
reasons.  We have asked our coaches to enforce the “no 
practice” rule until each athlete has a participation card.  Thanks 
for your understanding, and by all means sign up as soon as 
possible.   

 

B u s  D r i v e r s  N e e d e d  
Schaeffer Academy’s bus is in frequent use for field trips and 
athletic events, during the school days, evenings and weekends.  
We are in need of additional bus drivers.  To qualify as a driver, 
you need to have a Class B school bus license, and applicants 
need to undergo a criminal background and driving check.  The 
hours are flexible.   Please contact the school at 286-1050 if you 
are interested.  If you are willing to drive for three or more field 
trips per year and to comply with the requirements above, we 
will be happy to pay your licensing fee.  

 

A t t e n t i o n  A l l  S t u d e n t  A t h l e t e s  –  P r e -

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  P h y s i c a l s  A r e  C o m i n g  U p  

Students in grades 6-12 who plan to participate in any athletics 
in the coming season or year need to have a current sports 
physical on file with the Schaeffer nurse’s office prior to 
beginning practice.  Mayo Clinic will offer these exams on 
Saturday, April 26 from 7:30 – 8:30 am in the Sports 
Medicine Center, Charlton Building, Desk LC.  Prior to the visit 
your student needs to have completed the following forms:  
Authorization to Release Pre-Participation Physical Exam 
Information; Mayo Sports Medicine Center Pre-participation 
Examination form; 2008 MSHSL Sports Qualifying Physical 
Examination Clearance form.  To be current, a sports physical 
must have taken place within 3 years of beginning a sport.   
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W a n t  t o  W i n  S o m e t h i n g  W o r t h w h i l e ?  
David and Susan Harker are the winners of the February  $25 
$crip drawing.  If you have purchased at least $200 of $crip in a 
given month, you are automatically eligible for the monthly 
drawing, which takes place on the first or second day of the 
following month.  In February 88  
families purchased $crip, down from 97 families in January. 
 

 
You may not realize that $crip income helps keep our school 
solvent financially.  So if you can buy your  
 
normal groceries, gas, or restaurant/shopping purchases with 
$crip, you are not spending any more money than usual but you 
are providing between 3 and 15% of the total to benefit 
Schaeffer Academy.  Keeping our operating costs down is good 
for everyone.   
 
Current bonus discounts are being offered by Burger King, JC 
Penney, LL Bean and TGIFridays.    
 
So get down to the $crip store and sign up for some $crip!  You 
may even be the next month’s $crip drawing winner.   The $crip 
store is open every day after school in the school library.  You 
can also contact Erika Kelly at erikascrip@aol.com, or use the 
website to order:  
www.schaefferacademy.org/scrip_program.html 

 

I n  t h e  B r o c h u r e  R a c k  
You’ll find community information of interest in the brochure rack in 
the foyer.  Although the school does not necessarily endorse these 
events or organizations, we do want to make the information 
available to you. 

�  Devoted Hearts Women’s Conference on April 25-
26.  Devoted Hearts is a collaborative effort among 
several evangelical churches in Rochester which draws 
women from Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa.   

�  Registration for School Age Child Care program 
�  Sharing Advantage program – Wells Fargo will donate 

$300 to the faith-based or non-profit organization of your 
choice when you close a home purchase or refinance a 
loan with them.  Visit www.wfhm.com/todd-hansen for 
more details. 

 

 
S p o r t s  R o u nd up  

 

 

S p r i n g  S p o r t s  P a r e n t / P l a y e r  M e e t i n g s  

The Spring Player/Parent meetings for Baseball, Golf and Track 
& Field will take place immediately following the Winter Sports 
Awards on March 18.  Awards are at 5:30 pm; the player/parent 
meetings will follow immediately (around 6:15 pm).   
 

A t t e n t i o n  G i r l  G o l f e r s  

Are you interested in bettering your game, competing with other 
schools, and improving your walk of faith?  The girls’ golf team is 
looking for you.  Please contact coach Erika Kelly at 
erikascrip@aol.com or talk to one of the following team 
members:  Natalie Arant, Jennifer Gay, Kristin Johnson, AJ 
Knodel, Katie Kostelec, or Abbie Vaughan.  Practice will begin as 
soon as the snow is gone and golf courses open.  Don’t forget to 
get your athletic card from the office staff first. 

 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  B o y s ’  V a r s i t y  B a s k e t b a l l !  
Schaeffer’s Boys’ Varsity team made it to the second round of 
playoffs in the MSHSL, but lost to number one seed Fillmore 
Central on Friday, March 7.  Still, this is a good accomplishment 
for the Lions.  Senior David Vogel also reached the 1,000 
rebound milestone in his basketball career.  Thanks to all the 
fans and parents who loyally supported Schaeffer’s basketball 
teams during the season.   

 

 

A s s i s t a n t  T r a c k  &  F i e l d  C o a c h  N e e d e d  N O W  

Can you help out? 
� Assistant Boys’/Girls’ Track & Field Coach.  Prefer 

applicants with throwing and previous coaching  
      experience, but experience is not required in order                  
to be considered.   

 

Please contact Athletic Director Abel Dockter at 286-1050, or at 
dockter.abel@schaefferacademy.org . 
 
S p o r t s  C a l e n d a r  

(visit www.schaefferacademy.org/extracurriculars.html) 
G i r l s ’  G o l f  

04/07 SA vs Houston Public Schools (away) 
 Valley High Golf Course, Houston, 4:30 pm 
04/11 SA vs Mabel-Canton Schools (home) 
 Rochester, 4:30 pm 
04/14 SA vs Lyle-Pacelli (home) 
 Rochester, 4:30 pm 
04/21 SA vs Glenville-Emmons (away) 
 Northwood Golf Course, Northwood, IA 4:30 pm 
04/25 SA vs Mabel-Canton Schools (away) 
 Meadowbrook Country Club, Mabel, 4:30 pm 
05/02 SA vs Houston Public Schools (home) 
 Rochester, 4:30 pm 
  

B o y s ’  B a s e b a l l  
04/03 SA vs Mabel Canton schools (home) 
 Rochester Hudson or Mayo field 
 JV 6:00 pm; Varsity 4:30 pm 
04/07 SA vs Glenville-Emmons (home) 
 Rochester Hudson or Mayo field 
 JV 6:00 pm; Varsity 4:30 pm 
04/11 SA vs Spring Grove Public schools (away) 
 Spring Grove Baseball Field 
 JV 6:00 pm; Varsity 4:30 pm 
04/14 SA vs Houston Public Schools (home) 
 Rochester Hudson or Mayo field 
 JV 6:00 pm; Varsity 4:30 pm 
04/17 SA vs Lyle-Pacelli (home) 
 Rochester Hudson or Mayo field 
 JV 6:00 pm; Varsity 4:30 pm 
 

T r a c k  &  F i e l d  
04/08 SA at Kasson/Mantorville 
 4:30 pm, Varsity 
04/10 SA at Plainview 
 4:30 pm, Varsity 
04/11 SA at Kasson/Mantorville 
 4:30 pm, JH 
04/14 SA at Plainview 
 4:30 pm, JH 
04/15 SA at Plainview 
 4:30 pm, Varsity 
04/19 SA at Byron Varsity Invitational 
 10:00 am, Varsity 
04/21 SA at Medford Varsity 
 4:30 pm, Varsity  


